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Care workers who found love at Dora Matthews House tie the knot

(27thJune 2022) Employees at a Gloucestershire care home who met and fell in love at work were married at Inn on the Wye on Friday 24th June. 

Jon Meek, 39, and Sarah Hughes 32, who both live in Coleford, met at Dora Matthews House care home for older people, run by national charity Ambient Support, in March 2018 and started dating a year later.  

Workplace romance blossomed despite the couple having to navigate incredibly difficult circumstances early on in their relationship- Jon’s eldest son was diagnosed with Leukaemia in January 2020 and is still regularly seen at Gloucester Royal Hospital and their work roles as Care & Support Worker and Shift Leader meant they were delivering care and support to tenants at Dora Matthews throughout the entirety of the Covid pandemic. 

With adversity and a global crisis as a backdrop the couple decided they were perfect together and got engaged in February 2021 and pronounced their wedding vows this week. 
 
Commenting on the wedding day, Jon, says: 
“Sarah and I have been through a lot early on in our relationship but it’s made us stronger. We want to build a life together and, for us, getting married signifies our commitment and unity to each other.

“Our wedding was held in a traditional pub in the English countryside. It was just what we wanted- celebrating with our family and friends with lots of great food, dancing and laughter.”   

Julie Element, Manager at Ambient Support’s Dora Matthews House, says:  
“The past two years have been extremely difficult for people working in the social care sector. Jon and Sarah have been exemplarily throughout, always smiling while delivering high quality support and care to the people who need in most in our community- and all while Jon’s son has been terribly ill. 



“It’s been very warming to see the couple’s support for each other- they are both very caring and kind people and we’re delighted they have found happiness together. 

“Their wedding has brought joy to Dora Matthews and everyone is very excited to congratulate the pair on their return and look through their wedding photographs.” 

On working in care, Sarah says: 
“My mum inspired me to work in care and it’s been my career for 12 years now. I have progressed to Shift Leader and have completed various training qualifications and NVQs. I love being a carer and working for Ambient as we make a huge difference to the quality of people’s lives, it’s a very enriching and rewarding career.” 

Dora Matthews House is an Extra Care service situated in Coleford which offers housing to over 55-year-olds who wish to live an independent life but may need some assistance with daily living and support- singles and couples can be accommodated. 
 
For more details on Ambient services at Dora Matthews House click here 
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Notes to Editors: 
About Ambient Support: www.ambient.org.uk  @ambientsupport 
· One of the Top 20 generic Not-For-Profit Health & Social Care Providers in the UK, Ambient Support (formerly known as Heritage Care and Community Options) is a registered UK charity with over 25 years’ experience 
· They deliver services that meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable adults in society. Operating in 127 locations, they provide over 30 thousand hours of care to people on a weekly basis to support a range of needs due to the ageing process, learning disability or mental illness 
· Their wide range of quality specialist services are delivered by dedicated, professional, and passionate staff and their success is built on supporting people to live a full and meaningful life 
· Latest results from Ambient Support’s 2021- Satisfaction Survey show: 97% of people supported in Learning Disability services said Ambient have helped to make their life better, 95% are happy with the support Ambient give them and 94% of relatives and friends said their loved one is safely supported by Ambient.
In Mental Health Services 93% said that staff believe in their wellbeing and recovery, 91% of people said they knew how to provide feedback or make a complaint and 89% report being given information and support to make choices
In services for Older People, 98% report being treated with kindness, dignity and respect and 97% of relatives agree, 91% of friends and relatives report that their loved one’s life has got better since Ambient started supporting them and 97% said that they are happy with the care and support they receive
· Ambient currently supports around 950+ people across the UK in a number of care settings
· Ambient can also help young adults who are transitioning from Children’s to Adult Learning Disability Services
· The Charity has an above industry average with 88% Registered Services rated as Outstanding and GOOD by CQC. 
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